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New research into Australia’s housing system has uncovered a rarely acknowledged 
"hidden cost": the shared emotional and psychological strain experienced by both renters 
and residential property investors. Commissioned by EqiHome Way in late 2025, the study 
bypassed traditional statistical modelling in favour of Zero-Party Data to capture unfiltered 
sentiment from over 600 participants. 
 
The findings reveal a “convergence of crisis,” where both sides of the lease are 
constrained by the same underlying problem of systemic instability. Rather than an 
inherent human conflict, the research suggests that current housing friction is a failure of 
"relationship architecture". 
 
The Psychological Toll of Instability 
The data paints a raw portrait of a system where uncertainty has made stress inevitable for 
everyone involved. 
 
Renters articulated a state of constant hyper-vigilance, noting they cannot plan family life 
or schooling when their home "can be gone in an email". 
 
Investors mirrored this sentiment, expressing a "moral tension" between growing wealth 
and feeling like part of the problem, stating that while rent comes in, the "stress never 
leaves". 
 
When forced to rank trade-offs, both groups placed systemic certainty above financial 
flexibility. 
 
Beyond the Lease: A New Partnership Model 
To move forward, EqiHome Way is introducing a framework that moves beyond short-term 
transactions toward partnership-based alignment. This model fundamentally reframes the 
roles within the housing ecosystem: 
 
Investors as Creators: Taking a long-horizon approach to provide stable access and 
seeking predictability over speculation. 
 
Renters as Custodians: Acting as individuals committed to maintaining and caring for a 
home in exchange for genuine, long-term certainty. 
 
Structure, Not Speculation 
This framework operates through a “Code of Arrangements” designed to align care and 
performance. Unlike traditional leases, this model embeds performance-linked incentives. 



Renters can earn ownership entitlements through long-term tenure and responsible 
stewardship, while investors benefit from more predictable income streams. 
 
The model is built for durability and operates within Australia's existing regulatory 
environment, overseen by the Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC) to 
ensure transparency and integrity. 
 
A Call to Partnership 
"Housing works best when certainty is designed in, not hoped for," says Andrew Walton, 
Founder of EqiHome Way. "The so-called tenant-investor war is a distraction. Both sides 
want stability, and the current system simply doesn't deliver it. We are extending an open 
invitation to renters, investors, and institutions to move away from reactive fixes and 
toward durable frameworks that serve people and capital over the long term". 
 
EqiHome Way is now seeking engagement from proactive partners and institutions 
looking to explore housing frameworks that offer social impact without sacrificing robust 
governance. 

About EqiHome Way 

EqiHome Way is a practical, pragmatic housing model designed to create equitable home 
arrangements between long-horizon residential investors seeking sustainable growth and 
renters seeking secure, long-term home certainty and wellbeing. 

More information: 

ask@eqihomeway.org https://eqihomeway.org 

Founder Andrew Walton https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrewwaltonrlchangeagent/ 
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